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Orlando Science Schools 
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

“The mission of Orlando Science Middle/High Charter School is to provide 
students with a well-rounded education with special emphasis on Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Mathematics (STEM) and Reading in the light of 

research based, proven and innovative instructional methods in a stimulating 
environment.” 
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Principal’s Corner  
 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
I hope we had another successful and exciting week at Orlando Science Middle High. 
We have a few exciting announcements and reminders listed in this week’s 
newsletter! 
 
I would first like to congratulate Shuhey W. for being featured in this week’s Orlando 
Sentinel for his golf accomplishments. We are so proud of your hard work, keep it up! 
Beginning on Monday will begin our new Birthday Dress Down Day protocol, please 
turn to page fourteen for this exciting program.  
 
On pages seventeen through nineteen you will find the most recent Science Fair 
information. Please also stay tuned for our newest information resource, “Science Fair 
Weekly”, this tool will have all past and present Science Fair Info for the 2016-2017 
school that will assist you with everything you need to know! Copies will be available 
at the front office as well as be sent to you via email. 
 
Page twenty-one you will find the tutoring schedule and on page twenty two lists the 
Media Center Student Calendar. Students will be able to follow this calendar for media 
usage during and after school. We are happy to announce this will begin on Monday 
September 26

th
 2016 and students will be able to receive Media Center Passes from 

their teachers or outside the Media Center door. If you have any questions please 
email Ms. Smith.  
 
We are pleased to announce that “Women’s History Club” is our club of the week. 
Mrs. Gourdie is their club sponsor; please turn to page eleven for more info. On page 
two you will find information regarding the 2

nd
 Quarter Parent Teacher Conference 

Night. We would like to thank everyone who attended our 1
st

 Quarter Parent Teacher 
Concert Nights, it was a great success. Please remember you may check your students’ 
progress on OSS Connect, and you may email your student’s teachers to set up a 
conference prior to the dates listed for our 2

nd 
PTC Night scheduled, if you have a 

concern before then. Have a safe and wonderful weekend and we hope we will see 
you all tomorrow at the annual Welcome Picnic! 
 

Sincerely, 

Abdulaziz Yalcin 
Principal 
Orlando Science 
Middle/High School 

  
“Education is not preparation for life; education is life itself.” 

-John Dewey 
 

Date: September 23rd 2016 
Issue: 249 
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2016-2017 Report Card Dates  

1st Quarter Progress Report Card Wednesday September 14th 2016 

1st Quarter Report Card Thursday, October 13th 2016 

 
2nd Quarter Progress Report Card Wednesday November 16th 2016 
2nd Quarter Report Card Thursday, December 16th 2016 
 
3rd Quarter Progress Report Card Wednesday February 1st 2017 
3rd Quarter Report Card Thursday, March 16th 2017 

  
4th Quarter Progress Report Card Wednesday April 26th 2016 
4th Quarter Report Card Wednesday, May 31st 2017 

2016-2017 Parent Teacher Conference (PTC) Nights  
1st  Quarter Wednesday September 21st  2016 

Thursday September 22nd 2016 
4:00PM-6:00PM 
4:30PM-6:30PM 

2nd  Quarter Wednesday November 30th 2016 
Thursday December 1st 2016 

4:00PM-6:00PM 
4:30PM-6:30PM 

3rd  Quarter Wednesday February 15th2017 
Thursday February 16th 2017 

4:00PM-6:00PM 
4:30PM-6:30PM 

4th  Quarter Wednesday May 3rd 2017 
Thursday May 4th  2017 

4:00PM-6:00PM 
4:30PM-6:30PM 

OSS Upcoming Events 
 September 24th 2016: Welcome Picnic  

 Monday October 3rd 2016: Picture Re-take Day 

 October 13th 2016: End of the 1st Marking Period/Report Cards 

 October 14th 2016: Teacher Workday-No School for Students 

 October 28th 2016: Teacher Professional Day No School 

 

 

 

 

 

2nd Quarter Parent Teacher Conference Night Sign-Ups 
 

Below is the link for the 2nd Quarter PTC Night being held on Wednesday November 30th 2016 and 
Thursday December 1st 2016. Sign-Ups will begin on Sunday November 20th 2016 beginning at 8pm. 

Please email Ms. Smith for directions on utilizing Sign-Up Genius. 
 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0949a9aa23a6f94-2016201710 
 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0949a9aa23a6f94-2016201710
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Date Event(s) 

September 19th 1783 The first hot-air balloon is sent aloft in Versailles, France with 
animal passengers including a sheep, rooster and a duck. 

September 20th 1952 Scientists confirm that DNA holds hereditary data. 

September 21st 1937 J.R.R. Tolkien’s fantasy novel The Hobbit is published. 

September 22nd 1991 Huntington Library makes the Dead Sea Scrolls available to the 
public for the first time. 

September 23rd 2002 The first public version of Mozilla Firefox browser released; originally 
called Phoenix 0.1 its name was changed due to trademark issues with 
Phoenix Technologies. 

This Week  
 

In History… 
 

If you would like to know more information regarding each of these events, please visit: 

http://www.historynet.com/ 
 

http://www.historynet.com/
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2016-2017 OCPS School Calendar 

Monday August 15th 2016 First Day of School for Students 

Monday September 5th 2016 Labor Day Holiday (School and District Offices are closed) 

Thursday October 13th 2016 End of 1st marking period(43 Days) 

Friday October 14th 2016 Student Holiday/Teacher Workday 

Monday October 17th 2016 Begin 2nd marking period 

Friday October 28th 2016 Student Holiday/Teacher Professional Day/Teacher Non-workday 

W-F November 23rd-25th 2016 Thanksgiving Break 

Friday December 16th 2016 End of 2nd marking period (41 Days) 

December 19th-January 2nd  Winter Break 

Tuesday January 3rd 2017 Student holiday/Teacher Workday 

Wednesday January 4th 2017 Students Return/ Begin 3rd marking period 

Monday January 16th 2017 Martin Luther King, JR Holiday( School and District offices are 
closed) 

Monday February 20th 2017 President’s Day Holiday (Schools are closed. District Offices are 
closed) 

Thursday March 16th 2017 End of 3rd marking period(50 Days) 

Friday March 17th 2017 Student Holiday/Teacher workday 

March 20th-24th 2017 Spring Break(Schools are closed, district offices are open) 

Monday March 27th 2016 Begin 4th marking period 

Friday April 28th 2017 Student Holiday/ Teacher non-workday 

Monday May 29th 2017 Memorial Day Holiday(School and District Offices are closed) 

Wednesday May 31st 2017 End of 4th marking period. Last Day of School for students 

June 1st-June 2nd 2017 Post-planning for teachers 
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http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0949a9aa23a6f94-breakfast
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SAT DATES  
Test Date Normal Registration Late Registration Online Score Release 

Oct 1st 2016 Sept 1st 2016 Sept 16th 2016 Oct 20th 2016 

Nov 5th 2016 Oct 7th 2016 Oct 21st 2016 Nov 24th 2016 

Dec 3rd 2016 Nov 3rd 2016 Nov 18th 2016 Dec 22nd 2016 

Jan 21st 2017 Dec 21st 2016 Jan 3rd 2017 Feb 16th 2017 

Mar 11th 2017 Feb 10th 2017 Feb 24th 2017 Mar 30th 2017 

May 6th 2017 Apr 7th 2017 Aprl 21st 2017 May 25th 2017 

Jun 3rd 2017 May 9th 2017 May 19th 2017 Jun 22nd 2017 

ACT DATES 

Test Date Deadline Late Deadline Score Release* 

Sept 10th 2016 August 5th 2016 August 19th 2016 Sept 19th, Oct 3rd 2016 

Oct 22nd 2016 Sept 16th 2016 Sept 30th 2016 Nov 8th, Nov 15th 2016 

Dec 10th 2016 Nov 4th 2016 Nov 8th 2016 Dec 21st 2016, Jan 4th 2017 

Feb 11th 2017** Jan 13th 2017 Jan 20th 2017 Feb 21st, Feb 28th 2017 

Apr 8th 2017 Mar 3rd 2017 Mar 17th 2017 Apr 26th, May 10th 2017 

June 10th 2017 May 5th 2017 May 19th 2017 June 21st, June 28th 2017 

SAT/ACT Dates  
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Constitution Day Celebration 
To celebrate Constitution Day on September 16th, Orlando Science School developed a 

coordinated social studies curriculum pertaining to the Constitution for its students.  
These efforts culminated with a school assembly featuring the Honorable Wilfredo 

Martinez, a judge from the 9th Judicial Circuit Court.  Judge Martinez spoke with OSS 
High School students about the U.S. Constitution, its applications, and how it enables 

our citizens to chase the American Dream.  He stressed that each student has the ability 
to individually affect meaningful change in our country. 
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Club of the Week 

Women’s  
History Club 

Sponsor: Mrs.Gourdie 
 

Orlando Science’s first Women’s History Club is a club that empowers young women at Orlando Science 
Schools. We educate high school students on the history of women and how we can make a difference in 
the future. As a club, our students discuss real world problems that women face and how the rights and 

roles of women have evolved over time. We plan to have great success and impact in the community and 
school this year! If you’re a high school student who is interested in our club, please join in on our club 

meetings every Thursday in Mrs. Gourdie’s room (room 147) during club time. We hope to see you there! 
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Orlando Science School System Accreditation 

 

Orlando Science School’s plan to obtain accreditation for a school system is moving forward. A Readiness 
Visit was conducted by AdvancED to prepare the school’s accreditation team for what is to come over the 

next several months. 
 

Please view the link below for updates, links, and further information about Policies and Procedures of 
AdvancED. 

 

http://www.orlandoscience.org/advanced-accreditation/front-page/advanced-accreditation 

 

 
 

 

EXTRA, EXTRA 

Stay Connected 
 

WITH WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OSS MIDDLE/HIGH ON SOCIAL 

MEDIA 

 

FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/orlandoscience 

Our FACEBOOK page will provide you with the most up to date information regarding 

events, announcements and emergency information. Please LIKE our page to stay in the 

know! 

 
TWITTER: https://twitter.com/OrlandoSciMH 

Our TWITTER page will provide you with announcements regarding emergencies, 

events and other important information! Please FOLLOW us on Twitter. 

 YOUTUBE: https://www.youtube.com/user/orlandosciencesch 

Our YOUTUBE PAGE will provide you with exciting videos of events our students have 

participated in as well as news stories OSS has been featured in. 

 

http://www.orlandoscience.org/advanced-accreditation/front-page/advanced-accreditation
https://www.facebook.com/orlandoscience
https://twitter.com/OrlandoSciMH
https://www.youtube.com/user/orlandosciencesch
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September 18th-September 24th     
Douglas B-V. 

Adam A. 

Chaemin K. 

Mackenzie M. 

Wade T. 

Liam G. 

De'Waina  B. 

Kenneth G. 

Birthday Dress Down Approval Form 
If your student is interested in dressing down for their birthday please 

stop by the front office fill out the proper form. Students are permitted 
to dress down on their birthday if their birthday falls on a weekday when 

school is in session or the Friday before if their birthday falls on a 
weekend. If their birthday falls over a scheduled break students are able 

to dress down the Friday before break begins and after their form is 
filled out and approved. 



 

 

 
  

Congratulations 

Shuhey Wada 
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2016-2017 
OSS Middle School 

Soccer  

Team 

Coach: Mr. Morgan 

 Jacob R. 

 Malachi H. 

 Jovani A. 

 Alex Y. 

 James K. 

 Yalisa R. 

 Lyliany O. 

 Nasir L. 

 Ahmed A. 

 Ibrahim A. 

 Avinash H. 

 Brandon M. 

 Joshua P. 

 Michael T. 

 Andrew F. 

 Brandon C. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 

 

"Students should be working on their science fair forms!  The forms protect the students making sure that their project is 
safe, legal, and viable.  Please see the attached flow chart for help on which forms you need to have.  All students 
regardless of their project must have form 1,1A, 1B.  Parents please note the following, Mr. Stampas is the adult sponsor, 
please do not sign there.  For those three forms the only place parents need to sign is the top part of form 1B.  Now if the 
project involves changing the environment in any way (e.g. placing a dollar on the floor to see who picks it up, or smiling at 
people to see their response) additional forms are needed!  I encourage students to modify their experimental design so 
that they are not changing the environment such as observational studies, collecting the data online, or having a 
scientist/professional provide the data directly to them. 
 
The major classes of projects that need additional forms include the following:  
 
1. Vertebrate projects: If the creature has a backbone.  Forms include form 2, 5A, 5B, and mortality report.  A vet will be 
needed to evaluate the health of the creature before and after the project.  If the pet dies or has a change in weight the 
project will be terminated. 
Alternative - do the same project but on an invertebrate such as grasshoppers from pets mark or worms at a bait shop.  
This will minimize the number of forms and you can easily have 10 distinct trials on multiple creatures! 
 
2. People project: If you are asking anyone (including yourself) to test or answer any question e.g what color they think it 
is.  Forms include 2, 4, consent form, copy of tests, lyrics, materials that they will be provided, verification form.  A 
psychiatrist or councilor will be needed to assess the project to make sure it is safe for participants. 
Alternative - do an observational project.  You can go to a public place and acquire a lot of data on what people normally 
do, without asking them anything. 
 
3. Biological Hazards: Molds, Bacteria, DNA, Tissues, or Cultures.  None of those hazards can be done at home! Forms 
needed include 1C, 2, 3, 6A, 6B, BSL 1 form.  A biologist, microbiologist, doctor, or any appropriate scientist will be able to 
help you with the project.  Students are not allowed to be exposed to any biological hazard, all petri dishes will remain 
closed. 
Alternative - have the professional scientist perform the experiment and give the data to the student to assess and 
analyze.  The data can also be found online or through hospitals without any physical contact with an experiment.   
 
UCF has a lot of professors from a variety of fields that can help you if you email them promptly.  The forms are due the 
30th.  The experiment itself should not be done, just the set up for the experiment!  If you are still unsure on your project 
and the requirements please email me, Mr. Stampas, at Stampas@orlandoscience.org." 
 
Mr. Stampas 
AP Biology and Biomedical Science Instructor STEM and Science Fair Coordinator Orlando Science School 
2427 Lynx Ln. Orlando, Fl 32804 
Phone: 407-253-7304 Ext 121 
Fax: 407-253-7305 
Stampas@orlandoscience.org  

 

mailto:Stampas@orlandoscience.org
mailto:Stampas@orlandoscience.org
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Club Schedule and Coaches  
 

Day  Club Coach 

Monday/Tuesday/Thursday Advanced Band Mr.Jenkins 

Monday AMC 10/12- (8th-12th) Mr. Akyalcin 

Thursday Art Club Ms. Killian  

Friday Badminton(MS) Ms. Masuoka 

Thursday Basketball(6th-8th) Ms.Zeratsky 

Monday Basketball(9th-12th) Mr.Morgan 

Tuesday Battle of the Books Ms. Leal 

Thursday Character Traits with Anime Mrs. Nef 

Thursday Chess Club Mr. Koc 

Wednesday Comic Book Club Mr. Liesch 

Monday/Wednesday Competition Math Algebra 1(6th and 7th) Mrs. Koc 

Wednesday/Friday Competition Math Algebra 2 (8th-9th Grade) Mr. Moon 

Wednesday Competition Math Number Theory and Probability(6th Grade) Mr. Akyalcin 

Monday Competitive Writing Ms. Leal 

Monday Competition Math Pre-Algebra(6th) Mr. Yakisma 

Wednesday/Friday Competition Math Pre-Calc and Calculus (9th-12th) Mrs.Akyalcin 

Friday Drama Club Ms.Harper  

Tuesday Duke TIP Mr. Thomas  

Thursday Environmental Club Mrs.Piontkowski 

Wednesday Film Club Mr.Lakner  

Friday Fitness Club (HS Only) Ms. Zeratsky 

Wednesday Flag Football(Grades 8th-12th)  Ms. Zeratsky 

Thursday History Fair Club(6th-8th) Mr.Kriebel 

Wednesday History Fair Club(9th-12th) Mr.Slason  

Friday International Festival(Folk Dance) Mrs. Dilek 

Wednesday Key Club Mrs. Dunbar  

Tuesday Lab Assistants Mr.Stampas  

Wednesday Martial Arts-Taekwondo Club Parent Sponsor  

Friday Math Counts AMC 8-Intermediate  Mr.Akyalcin 

Friday MathCounts/ AMC (6th-8th) Mr. Thomas  

Tuesday MathCounts/ AMC (6th-8th) Mr. Akyalcin 



 

 

Thursday Media Club (9th-12th Grade) Mr.I 

Monday Model UN(6th-8th) Ms.Dunbar 

Thursday Model UN(9th-12th) Mr. Slason 

Wednesday Mu Alpha Theta Honor Society (9th-12th) Mrs.Akyalcin 

Monday/Tuesday NHS(9th-12th) Ms. Stevens 

Monday/Tuesday NJHS Mrs. Frunker 

Monday Odyssey of the Mind-Middle School Mr. Liesch 

Wednesday Oil Painting Club Parent 

Wednesday Paper Marbling(Ebru) and Calligraphy Mrs. Aksu 

Monday Poetry Ms. Killian  

Wednesday Rho-Kappa Honors Mrs.Gourdie 

Wednesday SAT Math Club Mr. Yakisma 

Friday Science Olympiad Mr. Ulgut 

Tuesday Scrabble TBD 

Tuesday Soccer Club Mr. Morgan 

Thursday STEM Club  Mr. Stampas  

Friday Student Government Association Mr. Kriebel 

Tuesday Volleyball Club Ms. Masuoka 

Thursday Women's History Club Mrs. Gourdie  

Tuesday/Thursday World Language Speech Club Mrs. Dilek 

Monday Yearbook Mr. Lakner 
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Media Center Student Calendar 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Sept-26 
 

During: Open 
After: Open 

Sept-27 
 

During: Closed 
After: Open 

Sept-28 
 

During: Closed 
After: Open  

Sept-29 
 

During: Closed 
After: Closed  

Sept-30 
 

During: Open 
After: Open 

Oct-3 
 

During: Open 
After: Open 

Oct-4 
 

During: Closed 
After: Open 

Oct-5 
 

During: Closed 
After: Open 

Oct-6 
 

During: Open 
After: Open 

Oct-7 
 

During: Closed 
After: Closed 

Media Center Calendar 

Below is the Media Center Calendar for a two week time frame. Students are able utilize the Media Center 
during or after school if the Media Center has an “Open Status” listed below and they have a Media Center 
Pass signed by a school staff member. The Media Center maybe used for book checkouts, research on both 
the computer and educational resources as well as homework time, or study sessions with other students. 
Please be aware students are not permitted to use the Media Center during or after school to play games 
or any other non-educational purposes. If they are found to be using the Media Center for anything other 

than educational purposes they will be asked to leave. 
 

Media Center Calendar 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Sept-26 
 

During: Open 
After: Open 

Sept-27 
 

During: Closed 
After: Open 

Sept-28 
 

During: Closed 
After: Open  

Sept-29 
 

During: Closed 
After: Closed  

Sept-30 
 

During: Open 
After: Open 

Oct-3 
 

During: Open 
After: Open 

Oct-4 
 

During: Closed 
After: Open 

Oct-5 
 

During: Closed 
After: Open 

Oct-6 
 

During: Open 
After: Open 

Oct-7 
 

During: Closed 
After: Closed 

 Below is the Media Center Calendar for a two week time frame. Students are able utilize the Media Center 
during or after school if the Media Center has an “Open Status” listed below and they have a Media Center 
Pass signed by a school staff member. The Media Center maybe used for book checkouts, research on both 
the computer and educational resources as well as homework time, or study sessions with other students. 
Please be aware students are not permitted to use the Media Center during or after school to play games 
or any other non-educational purposes. If they are found to be using the Media Center for anything other 

than educational purposes they will be asked to leave. 
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Labels for Education is running a new Sweepstakes for schools.   

www.grandstandforschools.com 
 

It runs from August 1st thru October 31st.   
 

Enter in a few simple steps: 
1. Click the link above 

2. Enter your birthday to verify you are 18+  
3. Enter your Email Address  
4.  Fill in the fields with your name and you may use the school address and phone 

number : 
-2427 Lynx Lane, Orlando FL 32804, (407)253-7304 

5. Finish the remaining two fields listed on the page and click ENTER 

6. Type in 32804 for our School Zip Code, and Select “Orlando Science Schools” from the drop 
down menu. Please be sure to NOT select “Orlando Science Elementary” 

 

Once you hit submit you will be allowed to enter again once per day from now until 
October 31st 2016 

 

They are giving away $10,000.00 to 100 lucky schools.   

The more entries for our school, the better chance we have of winning one of those. 
 

Lake Whitney won $10,000.00 last year from this. 
  
 

There are two other ways to win, once 
completing your entry you will find two 

more options. 

http://www.grandstandforschools.com/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 

 Lunch Menu 


