
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Orlando Science Schools 
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

“The mission of Orlando Science Middle/High Charter School is to provide students with a 
well-rounded education with special emphasis on Science, Technology, Engineering, 

Mathematics (STEM) and Reading in the light of research based, proven and innovative 
instructional methods in a stimulating environment.” 
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Principal’s Corner 

 Dear Students and Parents, 
 
I hope everyone had great four day weekend last weekend and welcome to the 
second nine weeks of school! 
 
This week’s newsletter is full of some important information and reminders so 
please read it completely through. I would like to congratulate the winners of 
our Box Fair Gumball Challenge, Faith McKenzie and Emily Kent!! Please see 
page six for our Book Fair recap.  
 
I would like to announce that our Poetry Club is the Club of the Week! Please 
see page seven for a brief description about their club. Also on page seven is a 
few poems that they wrote themselves! 
 
Congratulations too all those students who took the PSAT this week! If your 
student is in eighth or ninth grade and you would like them to take the PSAT on 
December 9th 2015 please see page twelve and thirteen. 
 
For those students participating in Science Fair please page fourteen and 
fifteen for some important information. Please also turn to page sixteen to see 
two of our OSS Students on our Wall of Fame. Great job!! 
 
On pages nine through eleven you will find some fantastic information 
regarding our Veterans Day events! 
 
I hope everyone has a safe and wonderful weekend! 
 
Sincerely,  

Abdulaziz Yalcin 

Principal 
Orlando Science Schools 
Middle/High School 

 
You were made to be awesome! – Kid President 

 

Date: October 30th 2015 
Issue: 216 
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I will send out an email prior to each of these dates to book appointments. 
 
 
 

2015-2016 Report Card Dates for Parents 

1st Quarter Progress Report Card Wednesday, September 23, 2015 
1st Quarter Report Card Thursday, October 22, 2015 

 
2nd Quarter Progress Report Card Friday, November 20, 2015 
2nd Quarter Report Card Thursday, January 14, 2016 
 
3rd Quarter Progress Report Card Wednesday, February 17, 2016 
3rd Quarter Report Card Thursday, March 17, 2016 

  
4th Quarter Progress Report Card Wednesday, May 4, 2016 
4th Quarter Report Card Wednesday, June 8, 2016 

2015-2016 Parent Teacher Conference (PTC) Days 
1st  Quarter Wednesday, October 7th, 2015            4:00PM - 6:00PM 

Thursday, October 8th, 2015                4:30PM - 6:30PM 

2nd  Quarter Wednesday, December 16th, 2015     4:00PM - 6:00PM 
Thursday, December 17th, 2015         4:30PM - 6:30PM 

3rd  Quarter Wednesday, March 2nd , 2016             4:00PM -  6:00PM 

Thursday, March 3rd, 2016                  4:30PM - 6:30PM 
4th  Quarter Wednesday, May 11th, 2016                4:00PM - 6:00PM    

Thursday, May 12th, 2016                    4:30PM - 6:30PM 
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Date Event(s) 

October 26th 1852 The first boat on the Erie Canal leaves 
Buffalo, N.Y. 

October 27th 1891 

 

D.B Downing, inventor, is awareded a 
patent for the street letter (mail) box. 

October 28th 1965 Construction completed on St. Louis 
Arch; at 630 feet (192m), it is the world’s 
tallest arch. 

October 29th 2008 Delta and Northwest airlines merge, 
forming the world’s largest airline.  

October 30th 1985 Space Shuttle Challenger lifts off for its 
final successful mission.  

 

 

If you would like to know more information regarding each of these events, please visit: 

http://www.historynet.com/ 
 

http://www.historynet.com/
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Orange County Public Schools: 2015-2016 School 

Calendar 

DAY DATE(S) EVENT 
 

Monday 

 

September 7th 2015 

Labor Day holiday (Schools and 

Distric Offices are closed) 

Thursday October 22nd 2015 End of 1st Marking Period  

 

Friday  

 

October 23rd 2015 

Student Holiday/Teacher 

Professional Day/ Teacher Non- 

Work Day 

Monday October 26th 2015  Student Holiday/Teacher 

Workday  

Tuesday October 27th 2015 Begin 2nd Marking Period 

 

 

 

Monday- Friday 

 

 

 

November 23rd-27th 2015  

Thanksgiving break: 

 Students are out all week 

 Distric Offices are open 

Nov. 23-25th  

 Teacher Non-Workdays: 

Nov 23rd-25th 

 Teacher Holiday:  

Nov 26th -27th 

Two Weeks December 21, 2015-  

January 1st 2016 

Winter Break(Schools are closed. 

District offices are closed) 

Monday January 4th 2016 Students Return to School 

Thursday  January 14th 2016 End of 2nd Marking Period 

Friday  January 15th 2016 Sudent Holiday/ Teacher 

Workday 

Monday January 18th 2016 Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday 

(Schools and District offices are 

closed) 

Tuesday January 19th 2016 Begin 2nd Semested/3rd Marking 

Period  

Monday February 15th 2016 Presidents Day holiday (schools 

and district offices are closed) 

Thursday March 17th 2016 End of 3rd Marking Period  

Friday  March 18th 2016 Student Holiday/ Teacher 

Workday 

Monday –Friday March 21st-25th  Spring Break 

(Schools are closed. District 

offices are closed) 

Monday March 28th Begin 4th Marking Period  

Monday May 30th Memorial Day holiday( Schools 

and District offices are closed) 

Wednesday June 8th 2016 End of 4th Marking Period/ Last 

day of school for students 

Thursday-Friday June 9th-10th  Post Planning for Teachers 
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PIZZA DAY 
 

Every Thursday throughout the year OSS will be offering students the option to purchase pizza. 
They may purchase a slice for $2.00 or make it a combo for $5.00.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

EXTRA, EXTRA 

7th Grade Field Trip 
 

On November 2nd 2015, 7th Grade Students will be taking a field trip to the Orange County History 
Center. Please contact Mrs. Frunker for more information at frunker@orlandoscience.org. Permission 

slips are due not later than October 22nd 2015.  
 

 
Orlando Science School System Accreditation 

 
Orlando Science School’s plan to obtain accreditation for a school system is moving forward. A 
Readiness Visit was conducted by AdvancED last week to prepare the school’s accreditation 

team for what is to come over the next several months. 
 

Please view the link below for updates, links, and further information about Policies and 
Procedures of AdvancED. 

 

http://www.orlandoscience.org/advanced-accreditation/front-page/advanced-accreditation 

 

http://www.orlandoscience.org/advanced-accreditation/front-page/advanced-accreditation
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To everyone who came to our Book Fair, and to all who helped make 

it a great experience, a big thank you! This year’s fair had a 5% 

increase in sales and as a result, OSS will receive over $2,000.00 in free 

books!!!! Also, congratulations to our winners of the gumball 

challenge: Faith McKenzie and Emily Kent! 
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At school, we stand in line, wait our turn, and always make sure 2+2=4! In Poetry, you 

don’t have to be proper! You don’t have to stay inside the lines. We learn to make 

your voice, your art, your passion as valuable as your knowledge you gain every day at 

school.  We learn to write poetry and even read some good poetry and some bad 

poetry. 
 
 

Wonderlust 

 

the honeybee 

has only one life 

to live 

(to give) 

which is why it only 

stings once 

 

- Lydia Abedeen, grade 11 

 

"Putting a label on a person is like naming art that's 

not yours." 

 

-Chloe Miller, grade 7 
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Dear Parents and Students, 
 
Orlando Science Schools is providing a community outreach event for local veterans who have 
served their communities, states, and nation during the periods of active duty in our US Armed 
Forces.  The event is on Wednesday, November 11, 2015 at 5:00 pm. We would like to invite 
students and their families to OSS to participate in this unique opportunity.  The program will 
include special guests: 
 

Keynote Speaker: City of Orlando Commissioner Regina Hill
 

 
 

And United States Veterans from various branches of the military. 

BBQ dinner from 4 Rivers Smokehouse for $8: 

Students will be performing and thanking the veterans for their service.  We will give the 
veterans flowers and thank you letters, written by our students.   
 
Dinner participants need to RSVP to Ms. Smith no later than Monday, November 9, 2015 at 

4pm, by turning in the form found below.  
 
The cost of dinner is $8 per person.   
Date: Wednesday, November 11, 2015 
Time: 5:00 pm 

Where: OSS Cafeteria 
Space will be limited to the first 250. 
Fill out the bottom portion of this letter.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Parent Name: ________________________________________________________________________   
 
 
Student Name: __________________________________________________________________  
 
 
Number to Attend     _______________________   Total Paid        Check      Cash  
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City of Orlando Veteran’s Day Parade Consent Form 
Dear Parents: 
 
           OSS will join with our community to honor the veterans who have served their country by being party of the  
City of Orlando Veterans Day Parade on Saturday, November 14th, 2015. Please be part of this momentous 
occasion and celebrate with our courageous soldiers!!!  If you would like your child to attend this Veterans Day 
Parade please complete the consent form. 
 City of Orlando Veterans Day Parade 
Address : Parade begins at the corner of Orange Ave. and Robinson St.  
Date  : Saturday, Nov. 14, 2015 
Hours  : 10:00 a.m. till about 1:00 p.m. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 0 1 5★★★CITY OF ORLANDO★★★★★  

V E T E R A N S  D A Y  P A R A D E  
Hosted by Mayor Buddy Dyer and the Mayor's Veterans Advisory Council 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★  

 

http://veteransparade.net/
http://veteransparade.net/
http://veteransparade.net/


 

 

Page 11 of 19 NOTES:   SCHOOL STUDENTS ARE TO WEAR THEIR RED/NAVY OSS SHIRT.   
The permission slips need to be turned in no later than Thursday, November 12, 2015 to Mr. 
Ballinger room 137. 
 

ORLANDO SCIENCE SCHOOLS         Veteran’s Day Parade, November 14TH, 2015 
 
Transportation will not be provided for my student by Orlando Science School.  I will 

provide my own transportation, and will not hold Orlando Science School liable for any 

injuries sustained to my student while in transport to  

 

Location: ___________________________________ 

 

Parent Signature: _________________________ 

 

Date: ___________________________________ 

 

Liability Release: Should my child sustain or incur any accident or illness while on the OSS City of Orlando 

Veteran’s day parade, I hereby authorize the director/administrator, or his/her agent, to execute any and all 
documents, including any necessary releases, which might be required at any medical facility to perform any 
emergency care on my behalf. In the event that my child has an illness or accident during the program, and it 
requires a visit to the doctor or hospital, the existing family policies will solely represent the insurance coverage.  
 
I give permission for my child to participate in any and all activities on the OSS City of Orlando Veteran’s Day 
Parade, including the event being televised, and I do not hold the Orlando Science Schools liable for my child.  

 

Parent Name: ________________________________ 
Parent Signature: __________________________________ Date: _____________  
 
Medical: In the rare event of illness or accident, I hereby give my consent for the necessary emergency 
treatment of my son/daughter during the Veteran’s Day parade. In doing this, I am giving permission for 
_________________________________to be in the parade. I understand every effort will be made to 
contact a parent or guardian.  
 

Action Plan and 

Authorization for 

Medications 

1) Does your student have a Medical Action Plan on file with Orlando 

Science Schools? Circle Yes or No 

a. If so indicate the medical alert on 

file:__________________________ 

 

2) Does your child have an Authorization for Medication form on file?  

a. Circle Yes or No 

 

 

STUDENT NAME: _______________________________________________________________________ 

PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME: ______________________________________________________________ 

Parent phone number: __________________________________________________________________ 

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE: ___________________________________________________  

DATE: _________________________________________________________________________ 
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Dear Students and Guardians: 
Orlando Science has added a second administration of the PSAT 8/9, for 8

th
 and 9

th
 grade students who 

were not able to register for the PSAT 8/9 administered on October 28, 2015.  These students have 
another option to take the PSAT 8/9, on Wednesday, December 9, 2015. The test fee is $10.00.  The 
deadline to register for the PSAT 8/9 is November 5, 2015.  Registration form is attached to this letter. 

The PSAT 8/9 is the first test in the SAT Suite of Assessments. Tightly aligned with the SAT, 
PSAT/NMSQT, and PSAT 10, it establishes a baseline for college and career readiness as students enter 
high school.  We encourage all eligible students to sit for the assessment and will provide guidance.   

PSAT 8/9 Quick Reference Guide

Get to Know the Test 
Find out what kinds of questions will be asked 
on PSAT 8/9 and which skills and knowledge 
areas it will test. Go to Test Design. Web link: 
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-
8-9/test-design 

 
Better Access to Better Data 

With subscores and cross-test scores, PSAT 8/9 
scores provide detailed information about 
students’ foundational skills and knowledge. 
(Web link: 
PSAThttps://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/
psat-8-9/scores 8/9 scores) 

Delivering Opportunity 
The PSAT 8/9 connects students to free practice 
resources for later tests in the SAT Suite and to 
AP courses. 

Personalized Study for the  
PSAT/NMSQT and SAT 

Students who take the PSAT 8/9 will receive 
personalized SAT study resources based on 
their results. This Khan Academy practice 
experience will be adaptive and tailored to meet 
each student’s individual needs. 
Khan Academy web link: 
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/about/
benefits/khan-academy-practice 

Connect to AP 
AP Potential™ helps our school use PSAT 8/9 
results to identify ninth-graders likely to succeed 
in AP World History and AP European History. 
These students are also notified of their potential 
directly.  

If you have questions concerning the PSAT 8/9 please contact Ms. Santos. 

Thank you, 

Julie Santos 
Assessment Coordinator 
Orlando Science School 
2427 Lynx Ln, Orlando, FL 32804 
Phone: 407-253-7304 Ext 180 
Fax: 407-253-7305 
Email: Julie.Santos@OrlandoScience.org 

  

  

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9/test-design
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9/test-design
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9/test-design
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9/scores
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9/scores
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9/scores
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9/scores
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/about/benefits/khan-academy-practice
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/about/benefits/khan-academy-practice
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/about/benefits/khan-academy-practice
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/about/benefits/khan-academy-practice
mailto:Julie.Santos@OrlandoScience.org


 

 

Page 13 of 19 

 
 

 
 

2015 PSAT 8/9 Registration Form 

  
Administration Date: December 9, 2015 

 
Deadline to register: November 5, 2015 

 
 
 

Student Name: ____________________________________ 
(First and Last) 
 
Homeroom Teacher Name: __________________________ 
 
 
Student Grade Level: _______________________________ 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Name: _____________________________ 
 
 
Amount Paid: $10.00   Cash or Check 
 
 
Date: ___________________________________________ 

 
The fee and registration form must be returned to Ms. Smith at the front desk, no later than 4pm on November 5, 2015.   
Please be advised:  Once PSAT 8/9 booklets are ordered from College Board they cannot be returned for a refund.   
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OSS would like to congratulate Teresa LaFollette for being on ESPN 3 

this past weekend for the DEMO Team. She placed 1st in sparing in 
regular competition and 2nd in forms and weapons. The DEMO Team 

won Fall Nationals for the third year in a row and will go on to 
compete for their third time at World’s for their third World Title. 

Nathan Moore also competed in the regular competition. 
Great job Teresa and Nathan!!!
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Orlando Science Schools 

Schoolwide MathCounts Tournament 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Saturday, November 7 th Time 8:45am to 1:45pm  

Location OSS Cafeteria  

Who Middle School students who enjoy Math. 

Cost $ 2.00  (Cash Only)  

Awards 
Dress down day for each participant 

Pizza or Donut party for top 2 teams in each grade. Medals for top 10 individuals.  

Student 
Information  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name:__________________________             Grade:___________________                         

Math Teacher:_________________________ 

Group Name:__________________  

Group Members: 

1-)_______________________________  2-)__________________________ 

3-)_______________________________  4-)__________________________ 

Competition 
Schedule 

9:00am-10:00am              Sprint Round (Individual, 30 questions, 40 minutes)  

10:00am-10:45am            Target Round (individual, 8 questions, 6 minutes per 2 questions)  

10:45am-11:00am            Break 

11:00am-11:30am            Team Round (Team, 10 questions, 20 minutes)  

11:30am-12:00pm            Lunch (Pizza) 

12:00pm-12:45pm            Cyphering Round (Open to parents and visitors)  

12:45pm-1:45pm              Countdown Round and Award Ceremony (Open to parents and 
visitors) 

 

For more information contact with Mr. Akyalcin: (407) 529-6196 e-mail: akyalcin@orlandoscience.org 
 
 

I give my permission for my child,   _________________________     in   _____   grade to compete in the 
schoolwide MathCounts Tournament at Orlando Science School on, November 7

th
 from 8:45am to 1:45pm. 

In case of an emergency, please provide following information: 
 

Name:  ________________________________________     Phone:  ____________________ 
 

Parent/Guardian Signature:  ______________________   Date:  _____________________ 

 

Dear Parents; 
Orlando Science Schools Mu Alpha Theta Honor Society will be organizing schoolwide 

MathCounts competition on Saturday, November 7th. All middle school students are invited to 
this fun and challenging event. Interested students need to turn in their permission slips to Mr. 
Akyalcin by Thursday, November 5th.  
 

mailto:akyalcin@orlandoscience.org
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