
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Orlando Science Schools 
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

“The mission of Orlando Science Middle/High Charter School is to provide 
students with a well-rounded education with special emphasis on Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Mathematics (STEM) and Reading in the light of research 
based, proven and innovative instructional methods in a stimulating 

environment.” 
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Principal’s Corner 

 Dear Students and Parents, 
Happy New Year! and Welcome back! I hope that everyone had a 

great winter break and ready for another successful year here at OSS! I 
would like to introduce Ms. Gandino as our new school secretary. Please 
join me to welcome her to Orlando Science Family. Between Ms. Becc 
and Ms. Smith, we have always been very lucky at the front desk. I am 
sure she will also continue this tradition of excellence and be a very 
important part of our school with her experience. Ms. Gandino’s e-mail 
is Gandino@orlandoscience.org and she will be added to OSS Connect 
Staff Directory as well. 

I would also like to inform you that Ms. Smith will be our new 
Media Specialist. We have many great things happening at Orlando 
Science and we have been feeling the need for someone dedicated to 
share these with our community. I believe that Media Center will be 
much stronger with Ms. Smith’s discipline and hard work. 
Congratulations! I am sure she will continue her great performance in 
her new job. 

Tomorrow Saturday Leadership SAT and AP Studies are 
starting. If you have not sign up, you may still do so. Please see the 
consent form on pages 11-14. The OSS Robotics Team is very excited to 
know 2016 FRC Challenge. The FRC Kickoff is live tomorrow in school 
cafeteria. The Judgement Day Robotics Tournament will also be at our 
campus on Saturday Jan 9th. 

 
This week’s newsletter is filled with some brief updates and reminders 
of our upcoming events so please read on. We are so glad to have 
everyone back!  
 
Sincerely,  
Abdulaziz Yalcin 

Principal 
Orlando Science Schools 
Middle/High School 

 
“There are no shortcuts to any place worth going” 

-Helen Keller 

Date:  January 8th 2016 
Issue: 223 

mailto:Gandino@orlandoscience.org
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 January 14th 2016: Report Cards sent home with students 

 January 15th2016: Teacher Workday (No School) 

 January 16th 2016: Mu Alpha Theta Tournament  

 January 18th 2016: Martin Luther King JR Day (No School) 

 January 9th 2016: Robotics Judgement Day Tournament and FRC Kickoff 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I will send out an email prior to each of these dates to book appointments. 

2015-2016 Report Card Dates for Parents 

1st Quarter Progress Report Card Wednesday, September 23, 2015 

1st Quarter Report Card Thursday, October 22, 2015 

 
2nd Quarter Progress Report Card Friday, November 20, 2015 
2nd Quarter Report Card Thursday, January 14, 2016 
 
3rd Quarter Progress Report Card Wednesday, February 17, 2016 
3rd Quarter Report Card Thursday, March 17, 2016 

  
4th Quarter Progress Report Card Wednesday, May 4, 2016 
4th Quarter Report Card Wednesday, June 8, 2016 

2015-2016 Parent Teacher Conference (PTC) Days 
1st  Quarter Wednesday, October 7th, 2015            4:00PM - 6:00PM 

Thursday, October 8th, 2015                4:30PM - 6:30PM 

2nd  Quarter Tuesday, December 15th, 2015      4:30PM - 6:30PM 
Thursday, December 17th, 2015   4:30PM - 6:30PM 

3rd  Quarter Wednesday, March 2nd , 2016             4:00PM -  6:00PM 

Thursday, March 3rd, 2016                  4:30PM - 6:30PM 

4th  Quarter Wednesday, May 11th, 2016                4:00PM - 6:00PM    
Thursday, May 12th, 2016                    4:30PM - 6:30PM 
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Date Event(s) 

January 4th  1936 Billboard magazine publishes its first 
music Hit Parade.  

January 5th  1947 Great Britain nationalizes its coal mines.  

January 6th  1987 Astronomers report sighting a new galaxy 
12 billion light years away.  

January 7th  1944 The U.S Air Force announces the 
production of the first jet-fighter, Bell P-59 
Airacomet. .  

January 8th  1908 

 

A subway lines opens linking the New 
York boroughs of Brooklyn and 
Manhattan. 
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Orange County Public Schools: 2015-2016 School 

Calendar 

DAY DATE(S) EVENT 
 

Monday 

 

September 7th 2015 

Labor Day holiday (Schools and 

Distric Offices are closed) 

Thursday October 22nd 2015 End of 1st Marking Period  

 

Friday  

 

October 23rd 2015 

Student Holiday/Teacher 

Professional Day/ Teacher Non- 

Work Day 

Monday October 26th 2015  Student Holiday/Teacher 

Workday  

Tuesday October 27th 2015 Begin 2nd Marking Period 

 

 

 

Monday- Friday 

 

 

 

November 23rd-27th 2015  

Thanksgiving break: 

 Students are out all week 

 Distric Offices are open 

Nov. 23-25th  

 Teacher Non-Workdays: 

Nov 23rd-25th 

 Teacher Holiday:  

Nov 26th -27th 

Two Weeks December 21, 2015-  

January 1st 2016 

Winter Break(Schools are closed. 

District offices are closed) 

Monday January 4th 2016 Students Return to School 

Thursday  January 14th 2016 End of 2nd Marking Period 

Friday  January 15th 2016 Sudent Holiday/ Teacher 

Workday 

Monday January 18th 2016 Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday 

(Schools and District offices are 

closed) 

Tuesday January 19th 2016 Begin 2nd Semested/3rd Marking 

Period  

Monday February 15th 2016 Presidents Day holiday (schools 

and district offices are closed) 

Thursday March 17th 2016 End of 3rd Marking Period  

Friday  March 18th 2016 Student Holiday/ Teacher 

Workday 

Monday –Friday March 21st-25th  Spring Break 

(Schools are closed. District 

offices are closed) 

Monday March 28th Begin 4th Marking Period  

Monday May 30th Memorial Day holiday( Schools 

and District offices are closed) 

Wednesday June 8th 2016 End of 4th Marking Period/ Last 

day of school for students 

Thursday-Friday June 9th-10th  Post Planning for Teachers 
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The members of our Duke TIP club have been specially selected to enroll in the 

Duke TIP program, hosted by Duke University.  Our seventh grade students will 

take the SAT or ACT, college admissions tests that college-bound students take 

while in high school.  Regularly on Wednesdays, our club convenes and we 

work through math problems to prepare for the math portions of these tests.  

The problems are challenging, so peer collaboration is utilized.  This peer-to-

peer interaction not only promotes learning but also makes the learning fun!  

Some of our Duke TIP members took the SAT test prior to the close of last year 

and others will take the test later this month.  If you see a Duke TIP student, wish 

him or her well on this upcoming test. 
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PIZZA DAY 
 

Every Thursday throughout the year OSS will be offering students the option to purchase pizza. 
They may purchase a slice for $2.00 or make it a combo for $5.00.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

  

  

EXTRA, EXTRA 
 

Orlando Science School System Accreditation 
 

Orlando Science School’s plan to obtain accreditation for a school system is moving forward. A 
Readiness Visit was conducted by AdvancED last week to prepare the school’s accreditation 

team for what is to come over the next several months. 
 

Please view the link below for updates, links, and further information about Policies and 
Procedures of AdvancED. 

 

http://www.orlandoscience.org/advanced-accreditation/front-page/advanced-accreditation 

 

Character Word of Month 

ATTITUDE 

 
"I am still determined to be cheerful and happy, in whatever 

situation I may be; for I have also learned from experience that the 

greater part of our happiness or misery depends upon our 

dispositions, and not upon our circumstances.” 
 

http://www.orlandoscience.org/advanced-accreditation/front-page/advanced-accreditation
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Rho Kappa membership application and 10.00 fee is due January 

29, 2016. Students must be Juniors or Seniors and have a 3.5 

unweighted GPA to be eligible for this Social Studies Honor 

Society. Please see Mrs. Gourdie in Room 129 for an application. 
 

On Jan. 20, school semifinalists will be called to the cafeteria at the beginning of second 
period, and the school-wide spelling bee will begin at 9 a.m. This school-wide spelling bee 

will determine a winner, who will advance to the Orange County district spelling bee, 
which will take place Thurs., Feb. 25. 

 
Classroom spelling bee winners and runners-up, who will participate in the school-level 

spelling bee, will be announced next week. 
 

Spelling bee participants can contact Mr. Palermo for further information regarding the 
school-wide spelling bee. 
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  GREAT WAYS TO SUPPORT ORLANDO 

SCIENCE  
 
 

Attention OSS Families…….. 
Here are some great ways to support our school.  Please check out these 

wonderful programs that give back to schools across the nation. 
Make sure to start saving all of the following and send them to school in a 
baggie with your child’s homeroom teacher’s name on it. We will be having 

another dress down day contest after the New Year for the homeroom 
class that brings in the most by February 15th. Please continue to collect 

these year round for our school. 

 Clip BOX TOPS worth   $ .10 each.  Go to www.btfe.com to view 
this program and see a list of participating products.  Please make sure 

to check the expiration date on these.   

 Clip TYSON’S PROJECT A+ LABELS worth   $ .24 each.   
 To view this program and see a list of participating products go to: 

                                  
 
 
 

 

  http://projectaplus.tyson.com/Products.aspx      

 Clip LABELS FOR EDUCATION. These labels are exchanged for school 
supplies ordered out of their catalog. Please go to 

www.labelsforeducation.com to view this program and see a list of 
participating products.    

 

 

http://www.btfe.com/
http://projectaplus.tyson.com/Products.aspx
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/


 

 

 

 


