
 

 
 
 

Art Contest 
August 20 - October 12th 

 

 



STEM ART COMPETITION GUIDELINES 
 
Eligibility 
Any OSS Technology Campus student from kindergarten through sixth grade may 
participate. 
 
Contest dates 
The contest will begin on August 20 and all entries must be submitted by October 
12th.  Entries submitted after the deadline will not be judged.  
 
Contest Rules  

1.  Artwork must be submitted in two-dimensional form, including the 
following categories drawing, painting, collage, photography, spoken word, 
poem, lyric, or computer graphic.  

2. Students may only submit one (1) piece of artwork. 6th graders may also 
participate in the OSS Middle/High School STEM art contest but must have 
two different submission pieces.  

3.  Each submission must include the student’s name, grade, school, homeroom 
teacher's name, and a paragraph description.  

4. The submitted artwork is property of Orlando Science Schools. The artwork 
can be used partially and entirely, at any time, by the school and will not be 
returned to students.  

5. Artwork will be judged based on the provided rubric.  
6. Original work must not exceed 15"x20" and needs to be mounted or applied 

(not matted) on presentation board of 15”x20”  
a. the presentation board can be a mounting board, illustration board, or 

collage board 
b. Canvas does not need to be mounted.  

7.  All images must be two-dimensional, original and not appropriated from 
any other resource unless dramatically altered.  Artwork must be 
unpublished and completed by one student. 

8. Any of the following media or techniques may be used  
a. Paint (watercolor, tempera, poster, acrylic, etc.)  
b. Drawing materials (pencil, charcoal, colored chalk, pastels, oil 
pastels, colored pencils, markers, etc.)  
c. Collage materials (cut and glued papers, such as construction paper,  
tissue  paper, wrapping paper, aluminum foil, etc.)  
d. Prints or Computer Graphic (handmade stencils, gadget printing,  
calligraphy, block prints, etc.)  



e. Comic (Frames, textboxes, thought boxes)  
f. Photography (contrast, greyscale, photoshop)  
g. Literature (Spoken word, poem, lyric, syntax, diction, meter, 
metric, rhythm, rhyme, etc.)  

 

Judging and Winners   

● A panel of judges will review entries by grade level.  
● There will be a first, second, and third place winner from each grade level. 
● Each will receive a gift certificate of varying amount. 
● There will be a grand prize winner from K-3 and 4-6.  
● All finalists will receive a certificate of recognition.  

Top Prize Winner Criteria 
In addition to the provided rubric, judges will use the following criteria to select 
the top prize winner from the grade level finalists  

1. Does the submitted artwork fit the STEM theme?  
2. Is there a creative interpretation of the STEM theme?  
3. Is the originality of the work interesting?  
4. Is there overall quality and command of the medium being used?  
5. Does the work impact the viewer in relationship to the STEM theme?  
6. Does the work stand on its own as a complete and outstanding creative 
image?  
7. The composition, design, and quality of the artwork will also play a role  
in the judging process. 

  
 

 

 

 



Rubric  

 20 15 10 5 0 

Focus 
Project reflects 4 elements 

of STEM 
Project reflects 3 elements 

of STEM 
Project reflects 2 

elements of STEM 
Project reflects 1 
element og STEM 

Project was not on 
topic.  

Craftsmanship 

Artwork was beautifully 
and patiently done; it was as 

good as hard work could 
make it. 

With a little more effort, 
the work could have been 

outstanding; lacks the 
finishing craftsmanship and 

neatness. 

Student showed average 
craftsmanship; adequate, 

but not as good as it 
could have been; a bit 

careless. 

Student showed 
below-average 

craftsmanship; lack of 
pride in finished 

artwork. 

Student showed 
poor craftsmanship; 
evidence of laziness 

or total lack of 
understanding. 

Effort 
 

The project was continued 
until it was as complete as 
the student could make it; 

gave effort far beyond 
minimum; took pride in 
going well beyond the 

requirement. 

 
Student worked hard and 
completed the project, but 
with a little more effort it 

might have been 
outstanding. 

Student finished the 
project, but it could have 

been improved with 
more effort. Chose an 
easy project and did it 

indifferently. 

 
The project was 
completed with 
minimum effort. 

 
The student did not 

finish the work 
adequately. 

Creativity 
Originality 

Student explored several 
choices before selecting 

one. Generated many ideas, 
tried unusual combinations 
or changes on several ideas; 

made connections to 
previous knowledge. 

Demonstrated outstanding 
problem-solving skills. 

 
Student tried a few ideas 
before selecting one, or 
based his/her work on 

someone else's idea. Made 
decisions after referring to 
one source; solved problem 

in logical way. 

 
Student tried one idea 

and carried it out 
adequately, but lacked 
originality. Substituted 
symbols for personal 

observation; might have 
copied work or ideas. 

 
Student fulfilled the 
assignment, but gave 
no evidence of trying 

anything unusual. 

 
Student showed no 
evidence of original 

thought. 

Elements and 
Principles of 

Design 

Planned carefully. Made 
several sketches, and 

showed an awareness of the 
elements and principles of 

design. Choose color 
scheme carefully; used 

space effectively. 

Artwork shows that the 
student applied the 

principles of design while 
using one or more elements 

effectively. The space is 
filled adequately. 

Student did the 
assignment satisfactorily, 

yet shows lack of 
planning and little 

evidence that an overall 
composition was 

planned. 

Assignment was 
completed and turned 
in, but showed little 

evidence of any 
understanding of the 

elements and principles 
of art. There is no 

evidence of planning. 

Students artwork 
was never 
completed. 

Artist Statement 
(Writing 

Component) 

Accurately describes 
several dominant elements 
or principles used by the 

artist and accurately relates 
how they are used by the 

artist to reinforce the theme, 
meaning, mood, or feeling 

of the artwork. 

Accurately describes a 
couple of dominant 

elements and principles 
used by the artist and 
accurately relates how 

these are used by the artist 
to reinforce the artwork 

Describes some 
dominant elements and 
principles used by the 

artist, but has difficulty 
describing how these 

relate to the meaning or 
feeling of the artwork. 

Has trouble picking out 
the dominant elements. 

Written component 
was missing 



 


